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2012 Community Beautification Grant Program

ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS:

Background Information – Beautification Grants

This KIB Grant Program is intended to leverage local dollars, support volunteer efforts and encourage the work of communities with the desire for improving the image and appearance of their areas. Community beautification including public education & awareness, recycling, litter reduction, public nuisance abatement, creation or improvements to green spaces. 

General Information – Community Projects

Applicant Eligibility:  Any public or nonprofit organization in a community of 5,000 or under is eligible 



         to apply for and receive funds for a community beautification project.  Private, for-



         profit businesses and individuals are not eligible.


Project Eligibility:  
1. A community beautification project must have one or more of the following as its primary

purpose:

a) Litter prevention  / removal / education / implementation / public awareness

b) Recycling education / implementation / public awareness

c) Beautification programs – flower, tree and shrub planting, painting & fix-up and general landscaping.

d) Public nuisance abatement.



2.  Grant limits are $5,000 for beautification projects.



3.  Projects with long-term or continuing benefits are desirable as opposed to one-time projects

     without lasting benefit. As an example – a short term project might include flower planting 
  

     while a longer term value project might be tree planting.



4.  Projects involving youth with a focus on service learning opportunities are most encouraged.



5.  The following are not eligible for funding:

· Taxes.

· Vehicle registration.

· Legal costs.

· Contingency funds and / or organization operational costs.

· Proposal preparation.

· Motorized equipment costing more than $1,000.

· Contractual project administration.

· Land / building acquisition, leases, easements, etc.

· Speakers, entertainment, refreshments and food.

· Costs for which payment has been or will be received under another federal, state or private financial 

assistance program.

· Costs incurred before a written agreement between the applicant and KIB has been executed.

· Office furniture, computers, fax machines and other office furnishings and equipment.

· T-shirts and give-a-way items.

· Outdoor furniture (grants are available under the “Build with Bags” program).

· Administrative and general operating costs of the project sponsor.



7.  An approved community project must be completed within the funding period.



8.  Photo documentation and media planning are required giving recognition to grant

     administrators and fund sources.

9.. Be prepared to undergo an audit regarding expenditures of the grant.


Funding:

1.  Payments are made based on proof of expenditure of grant funds (i.e. invoices, receipts, 

     cancelled checks, etc.) for reimbursement.  Only one invoice on completion of the project 

     should be submitted.  

2.  The higher the degree of matching contributions / support the more likely a project will rate 

     favorably.  However, a project need not include matching funds.

3.  Funds approved for a project are for a fixed dollar amount.  Cost overruns are the responsibility 

     of the project sponsor.

4.  The maximum beautification grant amount is $5,000.  If the review committee determines a 

     modified or lesser grant figure the project sponsor will be contacted to see if that is acceptable.


Matching Contributions:  

Matching contributions / sponsorship funds can include cash, in-kind contributions and volunteer labor.

1.  In-kind contributions include donated materials, supplies and business services.  Business 

     services are those services provided by a business or by a person whose trade, profession or 

     occupation is to provide those services.



2.  The value of an in-kind contribution is its purchase price or market value.



3.  The value of volunteer labor shall be consistent with the state’s current minimum wage rate.

Application Deadline:  Applications are due in the Keep Iowa Beautiful office by the close of business (4:30 p.m.) on April 2, 2012.  Please send the original and six (6) copies.

Where to submit a project application:



Keep Iowa Beautiful – Beautification Grant



300 East Locust – Suite 100



Des Moines, IA  50309



gschnepf@keepiowabeautiful.com


Phone:  515-323-6507



Fax:  515-244-9477

Review Criteria – Community Beautification Grant Program

Applicants are encouraged to refer to the review criteria when writing the narrative and budget in order to achieve maximum results from the reviewers.

Project Quality & Impact







40 points possible


Overall quality of project (40)

Community Involvement







35 points possible


Quality of overall community plan/vision (20)


Short term benefits to the community (5)


Long term value to the community (5)


Volunteer development opportunities (5)

Project Timetable








10 points possible


Realistic plan for completion (5)


Recognition efforts for KIB/DNR (5)

Budget Quality








10 points possible


Budget detail (5)


Diversity of funding sources (2)


Level of matching funds available (2)


Financial Need (1)

Supporting Materials







 5 points possible


Quality of supporting materials provided (5)

Total Points Available:  100
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Community Beautification Grant Program

Application and Agreement

	Applicant Name (Nonprofit organization, local government, etc.)


	Brief Description of the Applicant (include length of existence, membership structure, and history of service to community)


	Contact Person for Applicant


	Mailing Address



	City                                                 State     IA             Zip Code  

	County

              

	Daytime Phone Number:                                Cell Number:
                                           

	Email Address

                                 

	Project Location:

Project Title:



	Purpose of Project (check all that apply)

	· Litter Prevention/removal/education/implementation/public awareness

	· Recycling education/implementation/public awareness

	· Public nuisance abatement education/implementation/ public awareness

	· Beautification projects – plantings/painting/fix up/general landscaping


Project Narrative (please attach an application narrative using the headings provided for each section; be brief but clear; use 8 ½ X 11 white paper with 1” margins)

Section 1.  Project Description

· Describe the project and include any permits, permissions or approvals required and the status of those. 

· Describe the clearly identified segment of this project for which funding is being requested.  

· Has any part of this project been started?  Identify funds expended to date.

· If awarded the grant, will it complete the project?  What will remain to be done and at what additional cost?
Section 2.  Expected Results/Impact of Project

· Identify clearly both short and long term benefits and value to the community.  

· Discuss environmental health and safety issues

· Describe the economic value to the community.
· Describe possible media coverage, if awarded a KIB grant.
Section 3.  Project Timetable

· List the major components of the project with expected completion dates.

Section 4.  Community Support 

· Identify community support and endorsements for this project.  

· Include the relationship to existing, approved community planning. (please do not send planning documents with this application, simply refer to them by title and/or date.)
· What, if any, is the opposition to this project?  Who? Why?
· Describe the commitment of the project by the community and the applicant’s partnership in Keep Iowa Beautiful, Main Street, Trees Forever, Great Places or other statewide service organizations.
Project Budget Summary
(In addition to completing this summary, please attach a separate detailed breakdown of the budget, listing each item to be purchased or resource to be donated along with its cost or dollar value.)











% of total cost

Keep Iowa Beautiful funds requested

$ _________             

_____ %
Matching contributions


Amount of Cash Match

$__________
                        ______%


Value of in-kind donations

$ __________  

______%                   

(materials & supplies)


Value of volunteer labor*

$ _________              

______%       

*No volunteer labor or inkind has been associated specifically with this phase of the new building project; many, many hours of volunteerism have been attributed to the earlier building phase as well as in-kind donations of materials & supplies.  Legion members also volunteer their time for the Saturday morning breakfasts.

Subtotal - Matching Contributions
$ __________ 


____%
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Agreement

The applicant agrees to the following stipulations:

1. The applicant shall complete the project as described in the application.  The application is incorporated into this agreement.

2. The applicant shall submit a report to the Executive Director of Keep Iowa Beautiful upon completion of the project.  The report shall describe the project, include an accounting of the use of Keep Iowa Beautiful grant funds used on the project, and state the results and effectiveness of the project.  Photo documentation should also be included.

3. The applicant shall retain project records for three (3) years after project completion.

4. Keep Iowa Beautiful may audit all project costs incurred for compliance with this agreement, including costs that are part of the matching contribution.

5. Keep Iowa Beautiful may seek repayment of grant funds for any of the following reasons:

· The applicant fails to fulfill the terms of the agreement.

· KIB finds the application contained material inaccuracies, omissions, errors or misrepresentations.

· The timetable for project completion was misrepresented or has not been maintained.

6. The applicant is responsible for obtaining any required permissions, permits or approvals needed to complete the project.

7. The applicant agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Keep Iowa Beautiful, its officers and employees from any and all causes of action, suits at law or in equity, for losses, damages, claims or demands, and from any and all liability and expense of whatsoever nature, arising out of or in connection with the applicant’s performance or nonperformance of this agreement.

8. Nothing in the granting or acceptance of funds for the project creates an employee-employer relationship with Keep Iowa Beautiful or the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.

Applicant Agreement

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all information included in this application is true and accurate, including the commitment of matching contributions.  I have read the agreement and understand its provisions.  By signing this Agreement/Application, I agree to abide by the agreement and complete the project as proposed should this application be approved.

Signature of Applicant   ______________________________________________     _________________












Date

Print Name:   _________________________             Title: _____________________________________
For Office Use Only:

_____Approved

_____Denied

____________Date of Review

Signature of Executive Director of Keep Iowa Beautiful

_____________________________________________________

_________

Gerald F. Schnepf






 Date
